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4 Good Times."

Two happy words like far-off chimes

Sound chesrily to men: **Good Times,”

Half-hushed in distance though they seen,
Their peal calls back hope gone asiray,
And sings of help not far away--

A daily trust, & nightly dream.

Ah when, sh how, shall be fulfiiled

This deep dosire, of Ged instilled 2

Mook not the yearnings of our race,
The forsthonght of sowe final good
Which first flasbed into human mood

When wword flames blancied the fret mwns |

fage !

For poet, warrior, saint and king
Have served those ohimes * Good Times " that
ring,
In strength of deed snd song and prayer;
And shall we say that, serpent-like,
Man on himself must turn and strike
The fangs of death, in last despair ?

Despairing that the earth ehonld know
An ending of the reign of woe?
Nay, hearken! Btll that song, * Good
Times " !
Through «'orm and shine, from sea to sea,
That musie, wronght invisibly,
Floats still, to fill all Innd« and climes,

Like bells of churches buiilt for Christ-

The meek, rejected, sacrificed,

The Promissd snd t-o Promiser—
Like holy bells, this glad refrain
Shall grest the coming year again,

And set fond hearts with joy astir,

Yet dream not that the goal is won,

A thousand conrses ronnd the gnn

Have steoped the world in broader light;
Bot woe is me ! —look back, look back:
The fairest seasons in onr track

Are bul dead leaves, and dim ar night.

And lo! where eclicing spires arise
And kivg, to-duy, the morning skics,
To-unight the shapes of wrong and absme—
A quicksand ghoal of faces—pary
And wither from the glars of gas
Back to the wild haunts wheneo they came,

What though the whea's of trade go round
And streets ere fil'ed with jocund sound ?
The weather-vane of w rk and p'ay

And gnsty grief can make no law;

But One long sinee the plan foreunw
And fashioned bright or dark our day.

Ah ! man, your chureh-bell and your praise
And sli your fortunate-seeming ways
Shall searcely bring yon to the mark !
Of truth of book and good of gold
What worth, unless your heart sha') hold
The everlasting morning spark ?
— Grorge I'. Lathrop, in Allantic Monthhy:

Bill and the Widow.

““Wife,” raid Ed. Wilbur oue morn-
ing, ns he sat stirring his coffee with one
hend md holding o plum eake on his
knee with the other, and looking aeross
the table into the hright eyes of Lis little
wife, *“wonldu't it be a good joke to gel
backelor Bill Smiley to take Widow
Wateon to Bumum's show next week "

“You ean't do it, 1.; he won't ask
her, he's awful shy. Why, he came by
here the other morning when I wus
hnnging out the clothes, and he looked
over the fence and spoke, but when
I shook ont & mght-gown lLe blushel
like a girl and went away.”

“1 think I ean manage it,”" said Ed. ;
““but I'll have to lie just a little.  Bat,
then, it wouldu't be muech harm under
the cirenmatances, for I know she likes
lim, and' he don't dislike her, but just
as you eny, he’s so shy. I'll just go over
to his place to borrow some bags of him,

and if T dont bag him before I come |

hm;llt, tlon't kiss me for a week to come,
.\Tt‘ '||

So saying, Ed. started, and whils he
is mowing the fields, we will take a look
ut Billy Smiley.

He was a rather good-looking fellow,
thongh his hair and whiskers showed
snme gray hairs, and he had got in a ret
of false teeth. But every one said he
was o good old sonl, and so he was, He
bad as good o hundred-nere farm as ary
in Norwich, and & new honse and every-
thing comfortable, and if he wanted o
wife, many a girl wonld have jumped at
the chance, like s rooster on a grass.
hopper.

But Bill was so bashful—always wis
—aud when Susan Sherrybottle, whom
he wns so sweet on, though he never
enid ““bhoo™ to her, got married to vld
Watson, he just drew his head in like a
mud-turtle into his shell, and there was
no getting him ont again, though sinee
she lind been a widow he paid more
attention to his clothes, and had been
very regnlar in his attendance at the
the ehurch the fair widow attended,

But here comes Ed. Wilbur,

* Good morning, Mr Builey,”

“ Grood morning, Mr. Wilbur ; what's
the news your way "

‘' Oh, nothing particular that I know
of,” said Ed., " only Barnum's show,
that everybody is talking about, and
everybody and his gal are going to. 1
was over to old Sockrider's last night,
and see his son Gus has got n new
buggy, and was sernbbing up his Lnr.
ness, and he's got that white-faced colt
of his as sljck as a senl. I suderstand
he thinks of taking Widow Watson to
the «how. He been hanging around
there a good deal of late, but I'd just
like to cut him out, I wounld. Susan is
a nioe little woman, and deserves a bet-
ter man than that yonn% up of a fellow,
thongh [ wounld not ﬁme her much
either if she takes him, for she must be
dreadful lonesome, and then she has to
let her farm ont on shares, and it isn't
half worked, and no one else seems to
have the spunk to s to her, By
jingo, if I was a single man, I'd show
you a trick or two,"”

8o saying, Ed. borrowed some bags
and started around the corner of the
barn, where he had left Bill sweeping,
and exut Lis ear to o knot liole and lis-
tened, knowing the bachelor had a habit
of talking to himself when anything
worried him,

“ Qonfound that young Boekrider !"
snid Bill ; * what business has Lie there,
I'd like to know? (ot a new buggy,
bas he ! Well, g0 have I, and a new
harness, too; and his horse ean't got
sight of mine, and T declare I've half a
m?nd to—yes, Iwill! I'll go this very
night and ask her to go tothe show
with me, I'll show Ed, Wilbur that I

1

ain’t such a calf as he thinks I am, if I
did let old Watson get the best of me
in the first place!”

Ed. could searcely help langhing out-
right ; but he hastily hitehed the bags
on his shoulder, and with a low chuckle
at his snecess, started home to tell the
news to Nelly ; and abont five o'clock
| that evening they saw Bill go by with
his horse and buggy, on his way to the
widow's, He jogged along quietly,
thinking of the old singing-schiool days
—and what a pretty girl Susan was then,
and wondering inwardly if he wonld have
more conrage to talk up to her—nntil
at a distance of about a mile Irom the
house, he came to a bridge, he gaven
tremendons sneeze, and blew his teeth
out of his mouth and clear over the
| dnshboard, and siriking on the plaok,

they rolled over the nige of the bridge
| and dropped into four feet of water,

Words cannot do justice to poor Bill or
| paint the expression of his face ns he sat
there completely dumbfonnded st his
piece of ill-Inck. After a while he step-
ped out of his buggy, aud g:tl.ing down
on his hands and knees, looked over into
the water.” Yes, there they were, at the
bottom, with a erowd of little fishes rub-
bing their noses against them, and Bill
wished to gooduess that his nose was as
close for one second. His besutiful
teeth had cost him so much, and, the
show coming on and no time to get an-
other set—and the widow and young
Sockrider,

Well, he must try and get them some-
Lhow and no time to be lost, for some
one might come along and ask him what
he was fooling around there for. He
had no notion of spoiling his clothes by
wading in with them on ; and, besides,
if he did, he conld not go to the widow's
that wvight, so he took a look up and
down the road, to see that no one was in
sight, and then quickly undressed him-
sell, lnying his clothes in the buggy to
keep them clean. Then he ran aronnd
the bank and waded into the almost icy
cold water, but his teeth didn't chatter
in his head—he only wished they could.
Qnietly he waded along so as not stir
the mud np, and when he got to the
right spot he dropped under the water
and come ont with his teeth in his
month. But hark! What noise is that?
A wagon, and a dog barking with all his
might, an | his horse is starting,

““ Whon ! whoa ! Stop yon brute, you,
stop 1"

But stop he wonld not, but went off at
a spanking pace, with the nufortunate
bachelor after him, Bill was certaiuly
in a capital ruuning costume,bnt though
he strained every nerve he conld not
touch the bnggy or reach the lines {hat
were draggirg on the gronnd.
while hid plng hat shook off the seat,
and the hind wheel went over it, making
it as flat as a paveake, Bill snatehed it
a8 he ran, and after jamming his fist into
it, stuck it, all dnsty apd dimpled on his
head. And now he saw the widow's
house on top of the hill, and what, oh
what will hedo ? Then his coat f¢ll ont
and he slipped it on, and then making a
desperate spurt he clatched the bnck
of the seat and serambled in, and pull-
ing the buffalo robe over his legs,
stuffed the other things beneath, Now
the horse happenel to be oue he got
from Squire Moore, and he got it from
the widow, and the animal took it into
his head to stop at her gate, which Bill
had no power to prevent, as he was too
busy buttoning bis cont np fo his chin
to think of doing much else,

The widow heard the rattling of the
wheels and looked ont, and seeing that
it was Smiley and that he didn't offer to
get out, she went ont to sce what he
wanted, and there ghe stood chatting,
with her white arms on the top of the

robe, and the water from his hair and
the dust from his hat had combined
to make some nice little stroams of mud
that caune trickling down his face,

She agked him to come in,
wns in a hurry, he said, She did not
offer to go. He did not ask her to pick
np Lis reigs for him, becanse L+ did not
know what exeuse to make for not doing
g0 himself, Then he looked down the
road behind him audsaw n white-faced

wes that of Guas Sockrider ! He resolved
to do or die, and hurriedly told his er-
rand. The widow would be delighted to
go—of course she wonld. But wouldn't
he come in? No, he was in o hurry, he
said; and he would go on to Green's
place,

“Oh," said the widow, ** you're going
to Green's, are you? Why, I'm going
there myself to get oue of the givls to
help me quilt to-morrow. Just wait a
second while T get my bonnet and shawl,
and I'll ride with you."” Aud away she

uki‘gﬁm‘l.

at a Bura(}wt" said Bill, wnd_lLe
hastily clutched his pants from between
his feet, and wriggled into them, when
a light wagon drawn by the white-fuced
horse, driven by a boy, came slong and
stopped beside him. The boy held up
o pair of boots in one hand and & pair of
socks in the other, and just as the widow
reached the gate again, he said:

*‘Here's your boots and socks, Mr.
Smiley, that you left on the bridge when
yon were in thers swimming."

“Yon're mistaken,” said Bill; * they
are net mine.”

“Why,” said the boy, “ain’t you
the man that had the race after the
horse, just now ?"

““No, sir, I am not. You had better
go on about your business,"

boots, and, turning to the widow, said;

“ Just pick np those lines, will vou,
plense ? 'F :
switching them out of my hands,”

The widow complied ; he pulled one
corner of the robe eautionsly down ns
she got in. :

““ What o lovely eveming,” she snil :
“gud so warm I don't think we want
the robe over us, do we 2

and & pair of new gaiters, and she waut-
ed to show them.

“Ob, my,"” eaid Bill, - carnestly,
“you'll find it chilly riding, and T
wonldn’t have you ocateh eold for the
world,”

She seemed pleased at this tender care
for her health, and contented hersclf
with sticking one of her little feet out.
As she did 8o a long silk neok-tie showed
over the end of the boot,

g ; What is that, Mr, Smiley - a neok-

. "

After a_

gate, and her face townrds him, while |
the ghills ran down his sghirtless back |
olear to his bare feet beneath the buffalo |

No, he

horse coming, and at once surmised it |

Bill sighed at the loes of his Bunday l

his brute of u horse i nlways |

You gee ghe had on u nice new dregs |

buggy. Never mind it.”

Then they went on quite a distance,
he holding her hand in his, and wonder-
ing what he should do when they got to
Green's; and she wondered why he did
not say something rice to her as well as
squeeze her hand, why his cont was but-
toned up so tightly on such a warm eve-
ning, aud what made his face and hat so
dirty, until they were going down s little

| hill and one of the traces came unhitehed,

I and they had to stop,

| “ QOh, murder!" Bill,
“‘ what next ?"

|  “What is the matter, Mr, Smiley ?"

| said the widow, with a start, which came
very near jerking the robe off his knees,

**One of the traces is off," answered

| he

exclaimed

“Well, why don't you get oni and put
it on again?"

“T ean’t,” said Bill, * I'vagot—that
is, I—I haven't got—oh, dear, I'm so
gick ]| What shall T do?”

“Why, Willie,” said she, tenderly,
““what 18 the matter? Do tell me}"”

She gave his hand a little squeeze, and
looked into his pale face; she thought he
was going to faint, so she got out her
smelling-bottle with her left hand, and
pulling the stopper out with her teeth,
stuck it to his nose,

Bill was jnst taking in breath for a
mighty sigh, and the pungent odor made
him throw back hie head so far that he
lost his balance, and went over tho low
back buggy.

The little woman gave o low seream
a8 his bare feet flaw past her head, and
covering her face with her hands, gave
way to tears or smiles—it is hard to tell
which, Bill was upin a moment, and,
leaning over the back of the seat, was
humbly apologizing sand explaining,
when, Fil. Wilbur and his wife and baby
drove up behind and stopped.

Poor Bill felt that he wonld rather
have been ehot than had Ed, Wilbur
eatch him in such a serape, but there
was no help for it now, so he ealled Ed.
| fo him nm{ whispered in his ear. Ed.

was likely to burst with suppressed
11:;11;{hh~r, but he beckoned his wife to
{ deaw up, sud, after saying something to
| her, Lie helped the widow out of Bill's

buggy and into his, and the two women
| went on, leaving the men belind,

Bill lost no time inarrnonging his toilet
| a8 well ag he counld, and then with great
persuasion Fd. got him to go liome with
him, and hunting np slippers and socks,
and gefting him wished and eombed,
had him ¢nite presentable when the

ladies arrived.

I need not tell you how the story was
all wormed ont of bashinl Bill, sud how
they all langhed as they sat around the
tea-table that uight ; but will conclude
by saying that they all went to the show
together, and Bill has no fear of Gns
Sockrider now.—Potles's

| Manthly.

Postal Card Troubles.

Mogtal cards are very handy to nse
( nngd withal a great convenienes, bt the
chances that one of them will fail to
repch its destination are much greanter
than in the case of a letter. This is
not becanse of any fanlt on the part of
the Department but the resnlt of care-
lessness an the part of the sender.
There being no privacy to the eards, and
the messages they hear being generally
of minor inportance, leads the post-office
officials to treat them with little con-
giderntion when once they go astray.
“ Bushels of them are burmt every
month in this city,"” snid a elerk in the
Boston post office, recently. “We
| make no effort to return them to send-
era, bnt simply throw them aside.”
The slips. which will eonsign a postal
card to the limbo of the nnredeemed
are many. Anything (except a stamp)
stuek to either side ; fuilare to put the
address on the side designated for it,
yand the writing of anything except the
nddress on the stamped side, are among
them, A good plan is to first address
the card and then write the message,
Large numbers of eards are daily ve-
ceived at the various offices with no
written or printed address in the proper
place.

Brains and Skulls,

The average weight of the brain of a
fish, compared with the weight of its
body, is a8 1 to 5,668; that of a reptile,
1t01,821; a bird, 1 to 212; a monkey,
1 1o 20; a horse, 1 to T68. The avernge
weight of the bram of & man, compared
with that of his body, is ordinarily as 1
to 50. Cuvier, the celebrated French
naturalist, had the heaviest brain on re-
cord; it weighed sixty-four and one-third
ounces, The next heaviest was that of
Daniel Webster, which weighed sixty-
three and three-quarter ounces; and
the next was the brain of Ruloff, the
Binghampton (N. Y.) murderer, which
turned the scales at Afty-nine ounces,
After the death of Mr. Webster it was
discovered that his brain was diseased,
The cavity of his skull contained one
hundred and twenty-two oubic inches,
while the cavity of Ruloff’'s craninm
measured one hundred and twenty cubie
inches, This latter fact is an argument
in favor of the theory that, however
much the brain may be the organ of in-
intelligence, we caonot judge a man's
| morality from the weight of his brain or
| the size of hisskull.— Professor William
| Hamwnond.

A Change of Climate,

Yesterdny morning a forlorn ericket
that had been tempted ont of doors by
the warm weather of the preceding
dnys was shivering slong the streets
'looking ata cheap second-hand nlster
and wishing that ‘m were home, when
he met a wmﬂ; that had been locked ount
during the fall honse-cleaning.

“T am almost frozen,"” said the ericket,
“my hauds are fairly numb with cold.”

“Put them in my coat-tail pockets,”
replied the wasp, cheerfully, *‘and warm
them.”

The ericket did so, ond the wasp im-
medintely warmed him with the im.
proved beating machinery looated in the
after part (slﬁnis system, The eoricket
merely paused to remark that there np-

enred to be 0 eayenue pepper mann-
actory in the mneighborhood, erawled
under the plank walk to die, while the
wasp, who was foud of his little joke,
went away singing merrily, ““Come, come
away to the try-sting place,”"—Burting-
ton Hawkeye,

) '
*Yea,” snid he; *“I bought it the
other day, and I must have left it in the |

American |

Music at the Parls Exposition.
Gen, Torben, United Btates consul
general at Paris, has transmitted to
Governor  MeCormi commissioner-
general of the United Bbates to the Paris
oxposition, full detsils of the proposed
internationn]l musical festival, whioh is
| to take place in connection with the ex-
position The invitation o participate
in these enfertainments has alread gen
aceepted by England, Ttaly, Epuin,
Sweden, Norway, Prussin and other Eu-
ropean pations, All lists of anthors, and,
80 far as possible, the names of the pieces
| of musie to be performed, must be sent
in a8 early ns the 1st of May. The
‘ French commissioner-general, bowever,
reserves the right to revisethe lists if he
shall find it necessary for'the purpose of
excluding mnythin oulated to pro-
voke political maniﬁaut‘lﬁm or to wound
national sensibilities, Changes in the
{ programmes or addi to them may
| also be made niter Yet of May b
rmission of the commissioner-general,
No applications will be received by the
Frenoh anthorities from individuals or
asgociations, unless presented throngh
their respective e>mmissioners-general,
No question will be raised asto the na-
tionality of the performers. They will
be regarded as representing the conntry
under whose flag they nre presented.
The Grande Salle du Troeadero, which
will scecommodate nearly five thousand
peoglo, as well as p smaller concert room
in the same building, will be placed at
the disposal of the performers free of
charge. The receipts of each concert

given ; but from these receipts must be
paid all thé incidental expenses, except

ments, which will be assnmed by the
French government,

Each country must provide for its own
wants with respect to orchestral or other
secompaniments.

The music of living composers ean be
presented only by the nations to which
they respectively belong, but out of re-
gard to the exigencies of those conntries
which have been relatively nuproduc-
tive of music, the works of dead com-
posers may he selected at will by any
nakion,

Applieations will be made for u redne-
tion of the rates of transportation for
persons and material from the Freuch
ports to Paris, and the suspension of the
rights of anthors and editors will also be
requested by the French commissioner-
general,

The maiu objects rouzht in giving

| position, excellence of exeentionaud the
expression of eharacter and gentiment as
travslated in mugic. The French au-

| thorities ave earnest in the desire that |

the United States may be reprosented
with an ample programme, — New: Yorl
| Hevalid.

Facls wndl Figures Abont New York,

New York ecity's population is about
1,200,000, The number of families
living in the eity is 185,780 ; dwelling
houses, 67,200 ; houses conlaining three
| or more families are classed as tenements
| and nnmber 20,000, with a population
ol 500,000, O this number 523,108
| were born in the United States, while
forfy different nationalities supply o
foreign popnlation of 419,004, uring
the past year there were 50,000 mar-
riages, 35,000 birthe, and 30,709 deaths,
The total value of property within the
city limits is set down as §1,101,002,093,
paying taxes to the pmonnt of $£32,000,-
000,

There are 480 places of religions wor-
ship—one church for every 2,045 of the
population. There are 418 Sabbath
schools with an attendance of 115,826
pupils, 122,997 ehildren ave instrueted
i the pablie schools at an expense of
nearly §4,000,000. A ecareful estimate
gives ten thonsand childven living in the
streots uncared for,

Of drinking saloons, licensed and
otherwise, there are 7,874, absorbing
abont §60,000,000 s year, while’ the
total cost of snpporting the 489 churchea
is less than 5,000,000 per annum. This
would give ench boy aud girl in the eity
o capital of $300 to start life with, To
these saloons is chargeable seventy-five
per cent, of the panperism and erime of
the city., The city anthorities—the
commissioners of public charities and
correction—require  $500,000 annoally
to maintain the public institutions—the
almsbouses, hospitals,and prisons,

There were 92,830 arrests by the
police during the pust year., Of the
47,660 persons committed to the city
prison, 85,676 were of intemperats
habits,

The police stations lodged 185,124
persons; 22,782 ont-door poor were
relieved,—New York Sun.

An 0ld Bullfighter’s Struggle.

The London ZTimes’ Madrid corres-
{;undent; gives this incident of the
ullfights which made a part of the
festivities following the marringe of
the King of Spain: Casas, commonly
called Salamanchino, i8 a veteran
matador, seventy years of age, who,
baving fignred in Qneen Isabella's
marringe festivities, wished, althongh
he bhal long retived from the fleld,
to appear in Fridoy's and Saturday's
bullfights, He appeared dressed in
blue, embroidéred with silver ; his gray
hair was gatheredinto & knot behind ;
and over his pure white shirt waved a
| long, red cravet. On the fourth bull
being let loose he advanced toward

enconnter it. All the lorreros cluster-
el round him to proteet him. The
bull is altracted townrd Balamanclino,
who holds his sesrlet mantle in one hand
and his sword .in the other,

The struggle commences, but Casas
is old, he is not fiem on his legs, his
musgcles ure not snpple, his arm is not
sure. Twice the bullthrows him down.
He is thought to be dead, but e is up
again and returns to the fight, There
is noryof * Fueral " and pocket-hand-
kerchiefs are waved to stop him ; bub
the obstinato matador wishes to win a
last  laurel, Fortune however, is,
unpropitions ; seven fimes he attacks
the bull, keven times he misses it. Ac-
cording to custom, after seven unsuceess-
ful attacks, the bull's life is safe, and,
shaking its streamers may re-enter the
Toril " amid the applanse of the spec-
ntors ; while, on the other haud its un-
fortnusta combatant is hissed,

will belong to the nation by which it is |

those pertaining to the police arrange- |

this festival are variety of mnsical com- |

| PARM, GARDEN AXD HOUSEHOLY,

Heasons for Tillage.
Sand, unlike clay and muck, has no
pores for holding water. In sand the
| water is held between the particles ; in
| elay and muck it is held both between
{ and within, This is why muek and elay
shrink by drying, while sand does nof,
A soil to be in the best condition for re-
ceiving and holding the proper quantity
of water for plants should be natarally
compact, but light at the surfuce, and
firm beneath, The old custom, tanght
by early writers, of stirring the surface
s0il in dry weather to make it take in
| water from the atmosphere, isall wrong,
for soils do not absorb water from the
| atmosphere except in the form of dew.
| When a crust is formed upon a soil by
rains, it should be broken up to prevent
evaporation, which is very active
| throngh such a crust.  But the soil
should be stirred very shaliow at such
| times ; stirring deeply and often with a
| cultivator in dry weather tends to dry
| the soil by exposing large portions of it
to the drying inflnences of the atmos-
phere, but a shallow stirring after a
ernst is formed is like cutting a lamp-
wick just above the oil. The connection
is broken in both cases, The best soil
for conserving moisture is that made of
materials which within themselves fine
tubes from the top to the bottom,
through which the moisigre low down
can be carried for theuse of planta, The
poorest soil for helding moisture is that
with a fine suriace, capable of great
evaporation, ovérlying a loose, coarse
gand, ineapable of earrying up water to
the surface soil ; though such a seil can-
not dry quite na rapidly after rains as if
the bottom soil had a greater eapacity for
gncking down eapillary moisture, Soils
{ need plowing and cnltivating to keep
these capillary tnbes active and in order,
A dormant soil, like that of an old mow-
ing field or pasture, is acted upon by
every rain, like msson work under the
mason’s trowel, The chinks in the soil
nre constantly filling. We should plow
to break np this mason work, and to
multiply these water tubes, — Professor
| & W, Johnson.
{ Live and Dreswed Welght of Fowls,

In marketing fowls the question some- |

mode for selling them—whether alive or

dead. In order to test this to my own

satisfaction T have at different times,

throngh several years, aseertained and

recorded the facts bearing on this point,
\l The table below gives the result:

i
i times comes up as to the most profitable
|

Dirosusd  Desssed Per cont.  Percont
for for of Ymafor of loss far
market. cooking. markel. oooling.

r, lbs oz,
4 10 24,8
a1.4

4 10
3 29.0
16 29.4
4 27.5
" | M3
] 24.4

Live
wilght,
== Ihs,
|

b

| a2 5 48 2 28.4
These fowls were all of the light
Brahma variety, and most of them young
cocks, The loss in dressing for market
was probably somewhat greater then ie
usually the case, as the heads were cut
off in order to avoid the barbarous mode
of throat sticking, and the wing and tail
feathers were also stripped off, At six-
teen cents per ponnd alive they woull
have brought 8,43, To bring this gnm
dressed, they shonld sell for 18 56 cents
per pound, with nothing [or the work of
picking. And dressed, drawn, ete., they
shonld bring a very small fraction over
twentby-two cents a pound, also without
pay for the extra work, These figures
will be nseful to some persons who do
not raise their own ponlivy for the table,
as they can, by their light, make a pretty
cloge estimate whether it is cheaper to
buy chickens *‘on the hoof ™ for their
tables, or buy of the market men dressed
—that is, with loeads, tails, entrails and
wing feathers all thrown in. Dressed in
this way, which is the fashionable way,
the loss in preparing them for cooking
will be more than I have figured it—say
at least thirty per centum instead of
ibout twenty-eight and one-half, and it

the royal box to request permision to !

may even reach thirty-three or thirty-
four,—Letler to Country Gfentleman,
Houschold lints.

Frxaern Manks.—Finger marks may
be removed from varnigshed furniture by
the use of a little sweet oil npon a soit
rag  Patient rubbing with chloroform
will remove paint from black silk or auy
other material.

To Remove Bpors oF BLACKING PROM

taken from carpets with 4 mixture of one
onnea of powerel borax, dissolved in
one guart of boiling water and o small
piece of soap, about the size of « walnut,
ent fine and dissolyed with the borax ;
bottle this up, and unse to take spots
from carpets or clothes,

For Prerarixe Larpro KeerTaroven
e Susmser.—To one gallon of lard pat
ome onnee of sal sodu, dissolved in u gill
of water, Do not fill your kettles more
than half full, for it will foam and perhaps
boil over. No other water is required
'han what the soda is dissolved in.
When it is done it will be very clear,
aud. will keep two years, Btrain through
a coarse cloth and set awny.

Soap,— Dissolve three ponnds sal-soda
in two gallons of water ; slack in a firkin
three pounds of good quick-lime ; add
to it the soda solution ; stir the whole
thoroughly with a stick, and add two

allons of boiling water ; stir again and
el it settle ; pour off the clean liguor in
a clean iron boiler placed on the fire,
and stir into it six pounds of clanfied

let it boil slowly until it gets ropy,
(about ten minntes boiling) snd pour it
into a tub or tight box; this munkes n
good hard soap for family use; after
drying & month or so in a dry room, and
ent into bars, it is #t for use,

sheep in the various conntries noted be-
low to be ns follows: In the United
Kingdom in 1876, there were 32,952,
sheep ; in Russin, in 1870, there were
48,130,000 ; in Germany, in 1873, there
were 24, 000,408 ; in Austrin, in 1871,
there wera 20,108,800 ; in France, in
1872, there were 24,680,647; and in
Spaiu, fn 1865, there were 22,004,967
~-ghowinug a total in Furope of about
190,000,000, In Australin in 1875, there
were 62,000,000 : Oape, 16,000,000 ;
River Plata, 60,000,000; North Amer-
jen, 50,000,000 ; and total, 385,600,000,
Tarkey, North Africa, Persia, eto., say
65,000,000 ; Indin and Ohiun, sy 45,
000,000, Grand total, 484,000,000,

Canrer.—Bpots of blacking may be |

grease and one pound of powered borax; |

Statistios lately made pubiic show the |

2,570 {

‘ The Story of an Invention.
It may not be generally known that
an important inveniion in connection
| with the manufacture of carpets origi-
nated ag follows: An operntive weaver, in
| one of the largest establishments in this
| country, was engaged in weaving a ear
pet that in its finished stage wonld ap-
pear ns a velvet pile. At that period
this description of carpet was woven
much in the manver of Brussels, the
loops being afterward cut by hand—a
glow and costly process. These loops
are formed by the insertion of wires of
the requisite thickness to form the loop;
they mre then withdrawn. This weaver
—whether by cogitation or as the result
of a bright thought—came to the counclu-
sion that if these wires were so construct-
ed us, on being withdrawn, to cnt the
loops, thus instantly completing the
formation of the pile, it wonld bes great
saving of labor and time, and a great
economy. Taking one of the rods, he
changed its form to the required shape,
ground a knife edge npon it, took it to
his looms, and inserted it in the web—
all the while maintaining strict secrecy
—and with some degree of cxcitement
watched its weaving down nntil the
moment for its withdrawal, This came,
the rod, was drawn out, the loops were
cnt, and the experiment was a perfect
suceess, the pile being cut with great
evenness,
The weaver, with a shrewdness often
wanting in inventors, doubled up the
rod and hid it away, wove down the line
of ent loops upon the roll,then ** knook-
ed off,” or stopped his loom, and pro-
ceeded to the office of the mill, where he
demanded to see the principal. The
clerk demurred to this, asking if he him-
self eould not do all that was required ;
but no, the wenver persisted, Then the
manager (ried, with the same result;
only the prineipal would suit the weaver,
The employer was informed of the oper-
alive's persistence in determining to see
him ; so he at once ordered him to be
admitted. This was done, and the weay-
er stepped into the well furnished and
handsomely envpeted office of the mana.
factnrer, is employer addressed him :
HWell, Johm " (for 8o we will eall him),
‘“what isit you want ?" ¢ Well, mnister,
I've getten summut yo man hev,” re-
plied John, * Wodn't yo like n way ut
makkin t' loom ent th' velvet piles?”
continued the weaver., ''Yes! that I
would I replied the employer; *“and I
will reward any man bandsomely who
brings me a plan of doivg it," adided he,
“Awm yore mon, then," said the opera-
tive, ¢ Wod'll yo gi" me ¥ he further
( nsked,  After some further conversation
o bargain was struck, and a snm agrew]
upou, which the weaver shonld be cn-
| titled to elnim in the event of his plan
| for autowmatically entting the pile of the
I carpet baing o snceess,  Arrangemeants
|

were made its (rial ; the weaver made
his preparations ; the master, the man-
| ager, and oue or two confildentinl em-

| ployees gathered aronnd the loom upon |

which the experiment had to be made,
all others being sent ontside the range
of obgervation. The new form of wires
were inserted, woven down, aud with-
drawn, leaving a well ent pile upon the
| face of the eprpet.  The weaver had won
his rewand, for it was honorabily paid,
An annnity of £100 waas settled upon him,
which he continned to evjoy nntil within
a recent date, and for nuything we know
| to the contrary may be enjoying yet,
He retired from the weaving slied, de-
termined to spend the rest of his days in
ense amd comfort, His employer se-
cared by patent the benvetits of his in-
veuntion, it being one, among several
others, which contribnted t~ place that
manufacturing establishment in the fore-
most rank in the trade, while its owners
attained wealth and social eniinence as
the reward of their pradent enterprige,
—Towtile Manufacturer,

——

Fashion Notes,

Ashes of roses is a revivel color this
sprivg,

Button voges will be the favorite roses
this spring.

Tite new lweige color i a grayish,
greenish brown or drab,

. The popular eolor this spring is beige
in numerous shades,

Poppies and honeysuckle buds are
favorite artificials this season,

Bonnets are trimmed with shaded
moire and satin-faced ribbons,

Roman pear]l beads are used in quanti-
tigs for trimming spring bonuets,

Pearl fringes and pearl galloons nre
seen among spring millinery goods,

Ombre, or shaded moire and satin-
faced ribbons, are very fashionable,

Colored embroidery is appearing on
the broad cuffs snd collars for spring
Wenr,

Roman pear] beads are made in shaded
colors to mateh ribbons and other trim.
mings,

Velvet striped and plush striped grena-
dine ganzes are used in trimming spring
bonnets,

Very high Spanish combs in silver
ngree, ivory, coral, jet and shell are
very fashionable,

Low necked sleaveless princess dress-
| es, with long trnins and very square cut

pompadoar corsnges are much worn this
ball season,
| The Mercedes cogueterie is a beanti-
ful improvement on the false fronts
which have become so indispensable
among the toilet eMecta of lndies,

Ostrich tips, with marabont ends
tipped with pearl-beads, and wilh the
- central stem oroamented with tiny sea
ghells, are among the novelties in mil-

linery.

| il

L ———

The Farmer's Independence,

Duaring these times of business fail. |
areg, when men supposed to be million- |

aires, by reverses have become bank
rupt, none s go free and independent as
| the owner and occnpier of an uninenm-
| berevl farm. Financial panics and de-
| presgions mny come and pgo without
lunriouu!}_' affecting him. For the pro-
|l.lll.t!tti of the soil there must be, under
rall circumstances, n ceaseless and re-
munerative demmid,  Ount of the namer-
ous business failnres thronghout the
country, bt a small per centage are
those of farmers, who, as n role, g0 on
prospering despite all monetary vieisei-
tndes und fluctnations,

Items of Interest,

The mourning color of the Turks is
blue.

A Leetnre Field that no man has yet
taken—Kate Field,

Motto for the Crispins—*Strike till
the last srmed foe éxpires I

Thieves in Quebec steal the fur caps
from the heads of the passers-by.

The man who takes the most interesi
in his business—the money lender,

The great difficulty in skating is to
maintain nunanimity among your feet.

The rats in an Ohio barn rose in their
might and killed the dog that had been
sent in to exterminate them,

There are now 851 manufucturing es-
tablishments in San Frencisco, whose
sggregate products amonnt to §62,338,-
000

.

(Great Brituin has 154,584 acres in or-
chards, 88,957 neres in market gardens,
12,042 nores in nnrseries, and 2,187,0‘3
weres in forest,

The Ashtabula aceident cost the Lake
Shore aud Michigan Sonthern railway
company 2483 040, and all the claims
on meconnt of the accident have been
g 'ttled,

The worst we ever heard—What is the
difference between n man struck with
amazement and a leopard's tail? One is
rooted to the spot, and the other is
spotted to the root.

He—** By Jove, you know—upon my
word—-if 1T were to see a ghost, you
know, T wonld be n chattering idiot for
the rest of my life.” Bhe—** Haven't
you secn a ghost ?”

The British governmeut has enlered
into & contract for the supply of o large
number of telephones, and the introdne-
tion of the new invention into the Fuﬂlal
service promises to become general,

John Rhodes, an English miger, living
at Hounslow, died recently at the age of
eighty, leaving $500,000 to various
London charities, He dressed like n
tramp and systematically starved him-
self,

Bad luck is siply a man with his
hands in his pockets, nnd his pipe in his
montli, looking on to see how it is com-
ing ont. Good luck is a man of plneck,
with hix sleeves rolled np, and working
to muke it come out right,

“ Reduced to 87, remarked Jones, as
he passed a fashionable tailor's store
and read the above statement promi-
nently displayed on au overcoat.
“That's uothing; I am reduced fo a
mnech smailer snm than that myself.”

Yo ean sell yonr eat for ten dollars
in the Black Hills, It will cost yon
eighty-five dollars to get out there with
the eat, aud get home again, but then
you will he rid of the "cat, and that is
worth one hundred and {wenfy dollars
to any oue,

THE POTATO,

I'm n eareless potaro, snd esro not s pin
How into existeénce [ cwme

If they pianted me drill-wise or dibbled me
To me ‘tis exactly the same.

I'he baau and the pea may more loftily tower
But I eare not & bntton for them :

Dofinvee 1 nod with beantifal flower
When the earth is hoed up to my stem,

— Thomnag Moory.,

The banyau tree of India is sometimes
found to spread out o a8 to show with
oue parent trunk three hundred and
lifty stems descending, and again taking
root in the gronnd, each stem equaling &
large oak tree, while there are thonsands
of smaller oneg, This tree is so expanded
aslo form a small forost of itself, where-
in 7,000 persous conld stand.

An Arkaneas shot-gun is sometimes
more merciful than an Arkansas huss
band. The other day a roflian, Jdeem-
ing his long-time bed-ridden wife an
incambrance, undertook to shoot her,
but the weapon refused to explode.
Then seizing it by the mnzzle he was
about to dash ount her brains, but the
stock struck on the head-board of the
bed and the conteuts of both barrels
were lodged in the brute's body.

A singular discovery has been made
on hoard the Irvine, o full rigged vessel,
recently in dry dock at Rotherhithe,
London. The ship had recently arrived
from Peru, at which place the body of a
woman was found imbedded in the cargo,
which consisted of soda. The body is
in n good state of preservation, and is
pupposed to be that of a victim of an
earthquake which oconrred mauy bun-
dred yoars ago in Pern. Rings age in-
serted in the eara,

The Louisville, (Ky.) Argus recills
| this about the stalwart new justice of
the United BStates supreme eourt:
“The sunccess which has attended the
ractice of Ganeral John M. Harlen is
argely due to his physique and endur-
ance, In the great Paliman palace car
case he was employed on short notice as
one of the eounsel. He had but a day
to post himself and study np the author-
itied, but he undertook the task, Loek-
ing himself up in his office with Judge
Lochrave, of Georgis, and Mr. George
M. Puallman, he examined them thor-
oughly npon it, grasping all the points,
and collecting ana erranging his cita-
tions, For twenty-four hours, durin
which time his compaunions’alternat
between sieeping and dispensing infor-
mation, he studied the case, and at the
end of that time he had every point at
| his fingers’ euds, pud was a8 fresh as a
|dniﬁy."

An Excellent Yarnish for Harness,

Prooure at the drnggist's or apothe-
| cary's store half & pound or a pound of
gnm shellne, nccording to the guantity
degired ; break the seales fine, nnd put
| them iuto a jug or bottle ; add good al-
oohol sufficient to cover the guin ; cork
bightly, and place the jug where it will
be kept wafm. Tn abont two days, if
the bottle or jug is shinken frequently,
the gnm will be dissolved and ready for
use,  Lf the lguid appears a8 thick as
thin molesses, wld more aleohol, To one
quart of vornish add one ounes of good
lampbleck, snd an ounce of gum eam.
hor, Suel varnish will not render
eather hard ; but it will keep the har-
ness from bheing soaked with water, and
it will keep the surface clean and neat
for & long time. A coat of snch varnish
will effectually prevent the oil in the
leather from spoiling one’s hands, Noth-
jng is better to render o farmer's boots
waterproof than an occasionnl cont of
this leather varnish,




